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Bio

Mary Ann Bernal, author of  novels,
is an avid history buff whose area of interest focuses on
Ninth Century Anglo-Saxon Britain during the Viking Age. 
While pursuing a degree in business administration, she
managed to fit creative writing classes and workshops into
her busy schedule to learn the craft, but it would take
decades before her “Erik the Viking” novel was ultimately
published.

Mary Ann is also a passionate supporter of the United
States military, having been involved with letter writing
campaigns and other support programs since Operation
Desert Storm.  She has appeared on The Morning Blend
television show hosted by KMTV, the CBS television affiliate
in Omaha, and was interviewed by the Omaha World-Herald
for her volunteer work.  She has also been a featured author
on Triangle Variety Radio, The Phil Naessens Show, and
The Writers Showcase, and has been interviewed
extensively by American and European bloggers.

Mary Ann is a New York “expat,” and currently resides in
Omaha, Nebraska.

5 Questions for the author 

What do you write and why do you write it?

My area of interest focuses on Anglo-Saxon Britain during
the reign of Alfred the Great when the formidable Vikings
terrorized all of Christendom.  I am fascinated with the time
period, for which there is scant documentation, leading to
speculation and “filling in the dots” as to what actually
happened in the late Ninth Century.  The Briton and the
Dane novels weaves controversial themes throughout the
series, such as religious beliefs, violence, treachery and
betrayal.

What do you hope to accomplish with your writing? 

One of the themes running through The Briton and the Dane

The Briton and the Dane
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series is the plight of the warrior and his family.  My stories
shed light on the effect a warrior’s “career” has on the family,
and the sacrifices made by loved ones.  My subtle
inferences are seen in today’s society, with our deployed
men and women serving their county and preserving our
freedom.  Thank a service person and/or veteran for their
service.  Freedom is not free.

There are religious undertones in this series.  Why did
you take on such a controversial topic?

One of the terms of the peace treaty, after King Alfred
defeated the Danish King Guthrum, was that the pagan
Norseman was to be baptized into the Christian faith.  When
King Guthrum returned to his lands in East Anglia, his
subjects were forced to accept Christianity, upon pain of
death.  I was curious as to how these people felt about
being forced to deny the gods of their ancestors.  Horrific
stories of torture and death are very persuasive, just as they
are today.  The point being, would you give your life for your
religious beliefs?  Just how strong is your faith?  Not an easy
question.  And, what of the guilt, if you choose to deny God?

Which one of your books from the Briton and the Dane
series would you like to see as a film adaption and who
would you have play the main characters?

The Complete Trilogy is an epic adventure - a great period
mini-series that can hold its own against such epics as

, et cetera.  I
would have an all-star cast that would need to work for union
scale lest the cost to produce such an epic becomes
prohibitive.  I have cast every character in the story, but
since space is limited...  Chris Egan as Erik, Richard
Armitage as Cerdic, Jeremy Irons as Richard, James Franco
as David and Clive Owen as Stephen.  And they all know
how to wield a sword!

What prompted you to write The Briton and the Dane:
Timeline?

When I first set pen to paper when writing The Briton and the
Dane, the storyline was about Gwyneth and Erik’s
relationship, and the problems they faced in a land ravaged
by war and conquest.  Gwyneth was a Christian Saxon and
Erik was a pagan Danish Viking.  Would their love survive
the obstacles they had to face?

However, as the story evolved, the ancillary characters

Pillars of the Earth, Camelot, Game of Thrones
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started demanding more representation, wishing to have to
have additional “screen time.”  Suddenly, there wasn’t
enough room to satisfy everyone in one novel, which gave
birth to the trilogy.  

To me, Gwyneth and Erik shared the stage with too many
players, and I do believe they felt cheated.  I was toying with
the idea of a standalone novel dedicated to Gwyneth and
Erik, but what if fate had kept them apart, centuries apart? 
How would a 21st century Gwyneth fare in 11th century
England?

Science Fiction and Anglo-Saxon England, two of my
favorite topics in one novel.  It cannot get any better than
this.

The Briton and the Dane: Timeline  - excerpt

 

The lobby was empty when she walked into the quaint
building, a replica of an Anglo-Saxon lodging, which also
happened to be her favorite inn.

“Dr. Franger, it is so good to have you back,” Edna Harris
said.  “Will you be having dinner with us this evening?”

“I would prefer to eat in my room if I may.  I seem to be
unusually tired.”

“That is understandable, the tiredness,” Edna replied as she
beckoned the night porter to escort Gwyneth to her quarters.

As soon as Gwyneth was alone, she pulled the drapes back
and stepped onto the patio, her eyes transfixed upon the
solitary Keep that had been miraculously preserved.  The
radiant red and orange hues of twilight, coupled with the
distant sound of waves breaking against the rocky shore,
added to the mystique of the crumbling walls.  She
suppressed the urge to climb the tower before darkness set
in.  She wanted to glance upon the beach, just as Lord Erik
would have done in another lifetime.

Fortunately, a gentle tapping on the door kept her from
acting impulsively.  She smiled at the night porter as he
pushed the cart inside the room.

“Ham, peas, pudding, honeyed cakes, and a cup of mead,
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Dr. Franger.”

“Tell Mrs. Harris I am delighted with her choice,” Gwyneth
replied as he left.

Gwyneth sipped the intoxicating brew, sitting on the settee
as a soft sea breeze caressed her face.  She closed her
eyes, dreaming of a past she had never shared with the one
man who held her heart.

 she thought. 

 whispered the wind.

The Briton and the Dane Timeline - Amazon
Reviews:  

A wonderful read

By Elisabeth 

I loved Timeline. Gwyneth was not new to me I have
followed her life already in Mary Ann Bernal’s Trilogy The
Briton and the Dane (Which I can also highly recommend)
But in Timeline Dr Franger takes us back on a journey to the
Anglo Saxon time in England and Gwyneth comes alive in
front of your eyes. This book has everything a good
Historical novel should have, intrigue, betrayal, danger and
of course love. Mary Ann Bernal’s love for that period is
obvious. Her extensive research combined with her passion
makes her books compelling reading. I highly recommend
this book. 

Enthralling

By K. Meador 

I am a big fan of Mary Ann Bernal. I have read her trilogy
and The Briton and The Dane: Concordia. Each book holds
its own special flow and The Briton and the Dane: Timeline
is no exception. Action packed, this book will keep you
interested until the very end. It contains, deception, drama,
heartbreak, and restoration. I loved the ending! 

Terrific Trip on Timeline

By Ngaire 

“I will discover the truth,”

“I know you will,”
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Mary Ann Bernal's latest novel was an enthralling read. She
writes with great passion and clarity which draws the reader
into the world of The Briton and the Dane. Timeline is a
romance novel with snippets of historical reference and
masses of adventure. I loved reading Timeline and like all
Ms Bernal's novels when the story ends you wish it hadn't.
Loved the mixture of the past with the future - well done! 

Brilliant

By Tweet1 

A an avid reader of history, especially about this period I
could not wait for Mary Ann Bernal's new book 'Timeline' As
always it did not disappoint. I did not put it down and loved
how the 'Timeline' connected. yes I certainly recommend this
book. 

By Brenda

"You will go insane if you do not stop worrying about what
will happen tomorrow. You must live this day given you;
tomorrow will take care of itself."

This latest book in Mary Ann Bernal’s series is masterfully
written, as I could visualize all the action going on around
me and packed with ongoing suspense and captivating
scenes that make it hard to put this book down. I was caught
up in the emotional tale that was filled with romance,
deception and intriguing encounters. This series is so
delightfully entertaining that is makes you feel like you are a
fly on the wall watching things that are not made for your
eyes. Very clever the way the author tells such a unique tale
that makes you want to know even more.

Timeline is from another time (past and present) which was
not quite like anything I have ever read. I enjoyed every
second I spent reading this fascinating book. 

Links 

Webpage

Twitter

Blog

New Release - The Briton and the Dane:  Timeline
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Mary Ann Bernal 03/11/2014 2:59am

Comments

Thanks for having me, Roy. Had fun.
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